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In statements to reporters on May 19, Health Minister Alceni Guerra asserted that Brazil "is sick,"
and its health care system in a state of chaos. He said, "In 1985 we were at the verge of eliminating
several [contagious] diseases. However, only 40% of the population is vaccinated against [these
diseases], compared to 80% five years ago." According to the minister, the collapse of the Brazilian
health system is the result of low government spending 3.8% of GDP in 1989 , corruption, a decrepit
administration, and political negligence which has characterized the national government since
independence in 1889. Guerra said President Fernando Collor de Mello's government plans to
increase health spending to 9% of GDP by 1995, or investing a minimum of $1 billion within the
next five years. Diseases which had been almost eradicated by the early 1980s are on the upswing
including: leprosy, malaria, tuberculosis, Chagas disease, dengue fever and schistosomiasis. In
addition, yellow fever has made a reappearance after decades of near elimination. In 1988 alone,
leprosy cases increased 35% for a total of 257,000. On a global level, only India recorded a larger
number of leprosy victims. Five million Brazilians are infected by the Chagas disease, and six million
suffer from schistosomiasis. Four of every 1,000 Brazilians are infected with malaria every year.
Rio de Janeiro has been afflicted with epidemics of meningitis, dengue fever and leptospirosis.
Brazil ranks fourth world-wide on the incidence of AIDS. About 10 million Brazilians suffer from
hypertension. At present, the national government's health budget pays for 8 million hospital beds
for a population of 145 million. The Health Ministry estimates minimum demand at 12 million
beds, while the World Health Organization recommends 15 million. Recently, about 20 patients
waiting in line to be attended at hospitals in Belo Horizonte died. Belo Horizonte, capital of Minas
Gerais state, is Brazil's third largest city with a population of about two million. According to the
Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE), physicians number 191,513; hospitals, 6,600;
and, primary care clinics, 23,400. (Basic data from AFP, 05/19/90)
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